
Participants were organized into commodity-specific groups and 

were assigned the task of identifying challenges, proposing viable 

interventions, and conceptualizing community-driven projects 

that support growth, innovation, and sustainability. The         

workshop sessions were collaborative and engaging, allowing 

stakeholders to share their insights and ground up experiences to 

craft more responsive plans. Each group presented their          

proposed projects and investment plan to a panel of experts from 

the stakeholders, composed of OIC Regional Director of BFAR-

MIMAROPA Mr. Roberto R. Abrera, Provincial Agriculturist Ms.     

Christine M. Pine, DA-PMED Chief, Dr. Nex D. Basi and APCO Rene 

B. Madriaga of DA-RFO MIMAROPA, Assistant Center Director of 

ATI RTC-MIMAROPA, Mr. Norberto C. Maur, and PAFC chairman 

Petronilo L. Dimailig. The panel provided guidance and feedback 

to ensure the relevance and feasibility of the proposed projects 

and investment plan. 

The initiative marks another milestone in Oriental Mindoro’s  

continued efforts to enhance agricultural productivity and ensure 

food security through localized, data-informed, and                

stakeholder-driven planning. It also reflects the continued      

commitment of the stakeholders to enhance extension services 

and strengthen agricultural development across Oriental         

Mindoro.● 

The Provincial Agriculturist’s Office (PAgO) successfully facilitated 

the conduct of the “Writeshop on the Updating of the Collaborative 

Provincial Agriculture and Fishery Extension Program (CPAFEP)”, an 

activity spearheaded by the Department of Agriculture - Regional 

Field Office (DA-RFO) MIMAROPA. The CPAFEP stands as a pivotal 

component of the Province-led Agriculture and Fisheries Extension 

System (PAFES), consolidating stakeholder programs, projects and 

activities (PPAs) aimed at enhancing agriculture and fisheries 

productivity, sustainability and profitability through enhanced and 

timely extension services. The workshop was held from May 19 – 

23, 2025 at Vencio’s Garden Hotel and Restaurant, Calapan City. 

The event gathered 80 stakeholders from across the province,    

including representatives from national government agencies,     

academe, provincial, city and municipal government units, financial   

institutions and private sector. Key commodities included in the 

CPAFEP are rice, calamansi, coconut, banana, vegetables, onion, 

swine, tilapia, goby, shrimp, milkfish, and seaweeds. 

The program started with presentations of the accomplishments 

and implementation status of the previous 2023-2025 CPAFEP, 

which served as the foundation for revising and strengthening the 

program moving forward. 

The stakeholders of the Collaborative Provincial Agriculture and Fishery Extension Program (CPAFEP) involving NGAs, Academe, PLGU, C/MLGUs,   

financial institutions, and private sector (left photo); DA-APCO Rene B. Madriaga and Provincial Agriculturist Christine M. Pine (top right photos) as 

they deliver inspirational messages; Workshop sessions for updating the CPAFEP (bottom right photo). 

DA-RFO MIMAROPA and PAgO Conducted Workshop for CPAFEP Updating 2026-2028 
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In this issue: 

By VJSanchez & CMMingo 

Oriental Mindoro Hosts the 1st DA-BFAR MIMAROPA       

Fisheries Forum and Consultation 

In a significant step toward strengthening fisheries management and sectoral             

collaboration, the Department of Agriculture – Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic          

Resources (DA-BFAR) successfully conducted the 1st Regional Forum and Consultation 

with Fisheries Extension Officers of MIMAROPA on 25-27 March 2025, at Parang Beach 

Resort, Calapan City, Oriental Mindoro. 

The three-day forum brought together Fisheries Extension Officers, LGU                      

representatives, and officials from Provincial and Municipal Agriculture Offices across 

the region to discuss progressive developments in the fisheries sector, including digital 

innovation, cooperative development, and multi-stakeholder engagement. 

Key officials delivered opening messages of support, including Mr. Roberto R. Abrera, 

OIC Regional Director of BFAR MIMAROPA; Ms. Christine M. Pine, Provincial               

Agriculturist of Oriental Mindoro; Engr. Alrizza C. Zubiri, Provincial Agriculturist of     

Occidental Mindoro; and Dr. Romeo M. Cabungcal, Provincial Agriculturist of Palawan. 

Highlights included an extensive presentation by Ms. Hope J. Relayson on BFAR’s       

extension programs, and a discussion by Mr. Danreb L. Polinag from Department of  

Information and Communications Technology (DICT) on digital infrastructure and the 

Philippine National Public Key Infrastructure (PNPKI). The role of NGOs and cooperatives 

in fisheries development was emphasized by Ms. Joann P. Binondo and Ms. Eva Loraine 

R. Cataje, representative from WWF Philippines and Cooperative Development          

Authority MIMAROPA, respectively. 

Participants also visited the Brackish Freshwater Technology Station in Barcenaga, 

Naujan and the recently inaugurated BFAR MIMAROPA Regional Office in Sapul, Calapan 

City, gaining practical insights into fisheries technology and regional operations. 

The forum concluded with a pledge of commitment to sustainable fisheries, marking a 

shared resolve to institutionalize this regional gathering as a platform for continuous 

collaboration and growth.● 

A group photo together with DA-BFAR OIC Regional Director Roberto R. Abrera and staff, Oriental 

Mindoro Provincial Agriculturist Christine M. Pine, Occidental Mindoro Provincial Agriculturist 

Engr. Alrizza C. Zubiri, Palawan Provincial Agriculturist Dr. Romeo M. Cabungcal, Fishery          

extension officers, and P/C/MLGU representatives during the opening of the program; Ms. Cherry 

Mae D. Mingo, Supervising Aquaculturist, presenting the Provincial Fisheries Accomplishment for 

2024. 



The Provincial Government of Oriental Mindoro, through the      

Provincial Agriculturist’s Office (PAgO), is intensifying preparations 

for the operationalization of the Oriental Mindoro Consolidation 

and Trading Facility (OMCTF), with a series of market surveys,    

coordination, and buyer and supplier consultations. 

To ensure a demand-driven and crop production approach, PAgO 

rolled out three market surveys between April and June 2025. The 

first survey took place on April 11 at the Calapan City Public Market, 

followed by visits to Puerto Galera markets including stalls near 

White Beach and Brgy. Sabang on April 14, Pinamalayan Public  

Market on April 15, and a follow-up survey in Calapan on April 16. 

On April 22, PAgO also interviewed truckers who deliver              

vegetables to the Calapan City Public Market. 

As part of the market linkaging strategy, Provincial Agriculturist 

Christine M. Pine, OIC-TSSD Division Chief Engr. Jefte DC.               

Bay-ongan, and ATRM Division Chief Engr. Christian M. Generato 

visited major supermarket chains such as Robinson’s Supermarket, 

Citimart, and Puregold on April 23. A meeting with them was con-

ducted on April 24 to discuss potential partnership. 

On April 25, PAgO brought together farmer associations and       

cooperatives in an orientation meeting to explain the functions and 

benefits of the OMCTF. This was followed by a supply tallying     

activity on April 29, in which PAgO coordinated directly with     

farmers to assess the quantity and types of produce available for 

consolidation. These efforts are part of a comprehensive strategy to 

build a reliable database of agricultural goods, which will be        

essential once the OMCTF is fully operational. 

The second round of surveys took place on May 28-29 and involved 

two teams for more efficient coverage, to capture the prices and 

market demand of commodities in the Calapan City Public Market, 

Roxas Public Market, Puerto Galera, White Beach, Sabang, and  

Public Market Pinamalayan. 

PAgO Ramps Up Preparations for the Oriental Mindoro Consolidation and     

Trading Facility                                   By JEAtienza & MRamos 

о 

PAgO staff (from middle to left), 

Ms. Mariannell Ramos, Mr. Julex 

Encisa, and Mr. John Alber Lasic, 

conducting market survey at    

Calapan City Public Market on 

April 11, 2025 (right photo).  
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The final round of surveys occurred in June, with teams visiting 

the Calapan City Public Market and vegetable trucking hubs on 

June 25, the Puerto Galera cluster on June 26, and the           

Pinamalayan and Roxas Public Markets on June 27. These       

surveys serve as critical inputs for finalizing operational        

mechanisms, pricing systems, logistics coordination, and        

demand-supply matching within the OMCTF framework. 

Oriental Mindoro has long been recognized as one of the most 

agriculturally productive provinces in the MIMAROPA Region. It 

holds several titles including the "Rice Granary" and "Banana 

King" of MIMAROPA, and is known nationwide as the 

"Calamansi King of the Philippines." The province is also home to 

a diverse range of high-value tropical fruits such as lansones, 

rambutan, mango, mangosteen, durian, and marang, among 

others. This bounty, however, has not always translated into 

prosperity for local farmers. 

Despite their productivity, many farmers face significant        

challenges in bringing their products to market. The absence of a 

centralized trading facility has made them susceptible to price 

manipulation, post-harvest losses, and high transportation     

expenses. As a result, most are compelled to sell at low         

farmgate prices dictated by middlemen, limiting their            

profitability and discouraging greater production. 

To address these systemic issues, the Provincial Government of 

Oriental Mindoro established the OMCTF, also referred to as the 

Bagsakan Center. This major project, with a total investment of 

Php 33,904,442.10 funded under the Philippine Rural Develop-

ment Project (PRDP), was completed in 2024. 

Now in its final preparatory phase, the OMCTF is poised to    

revolutionize agricultural trading in the province. The Oriental 

Mindoro Consolidation and Trading Facility stands as a beacon 

of hope for local farmers. By streamlining market access and 

reducing exploitation, the OMCTF promises to transform the 

province’s agricultural sector while empowering producers,  

enhancing income, and securing a more equitable and resilient 

food system for the people of Oriental Mindoro.● 

Provincial Agriculturist Christine M. Pine partaking in the market 

survey together with Engr. Jefte DC. Bay-ongan at CitiMart (left  

photo) and  NuCiti Central Mall (right photo), Calapan on April 23, 

2025 for the preparation in the operationalization of the OMCTF. 

Engr. Jefte Bay-ongan and 

Engr. Christian Generato    

conducting market survey at 

Pinamalayan Public Market on 

April 15, 2025 (left photo). 
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ten cooperatives participated in the activity, which again recorded 

sales totaling Php 40,423.00, reflecting consistent demand for 

local agricultural products.  

Two additional KnP events were conducted back at the DOLE   

Regional Office in Calapan City. The first was held from April 28 to 

May 2, 2025, and posted the highest single-event revenue so far 

at Php 246,512.00. The following event took place from May 19 to 

23, which also brought in a solid Php 156,817.50 in sales. These 

consecutive events further reinforced the program’s role in      

creating stable and profitable market platforms for Mindoro  

farmers. 

Aside from these ventures, a Pop-up KnP was also in set inside the 

Provincial Capitol Complex. Pop-up KADIWA stores are short-term 

KADIWA outlets that are placed in different areas, frequently in 

response to customer requests or to give people access to        

reasonably priced agricultural products. The pop-up KnP inside the 

capitol, comprised of the members of the Gutad Vegetable   

Growers Association, takes place every Monday and Thursday and 

garnered a total net income of Php 46,520.00 as of June 2025 

marking  another success in the KnP movement in the province. 

Through Kadiwa ng Pangulo, local producers are now more 

equipped to take on entrepreneurial roles in the agricultural     

sector. The program not only brings immediate income but also 

lays the groundwork for long-term, sustainable agricultural      

enterprise development in Oriental Mindoro. 

As KnP continues to gain traction in the province, local               

government units and national agencies are committed to further 

expand its reach and impact. In a recently carried out “Orientation 

on Implementation of Kadiwa ng Pangulo in MIMAROPA Region”, 

it was discussed that KnP will now be a regular activity which is to 

be executed once every month. This initiative will be coordinated 

with the Local government Units (LGUs) for the participating FCAs. 

The collaboration among DOLE, DA, PAgO, and LGUs reflects the 

government’s strong dedication to supporting farmers, promoting 

local food sovereignty, and stimulating rural economies. 

Kadiwa ng Pangulo is more than just a trade fair, it is a platform 

for empowerment, and community resilience. With its ongoing 

success, the livelihood of our farmers and the agricultural sector 

in Oriental Mindoro looks increasingly bright.● 

The Kadiwa ng Pangulo (KnP) program continues to make waves in 

the province of Oriental Mindoro, as it brings farmers closer to 

consumers while boosting local agri-business. Spearheaded by the 

Department of Agriculture (DA) in partnership with the              

Department of Labor and Employment (DOLE) and the Provincial 

Agriculturist’s Office (PAgO), KnP has been actively rolled out 

across the province since its launch in 2023. 

From January to June 2025, five KnP trade activities have already 

been facilitated by PAgO, generating an impressive Php 

765,875.00 in total sales. These initiatives directly benefited 80 

members from various Farmer Associations and Organizations, 

proving the program’s role in uplifting the livelihood of local     

producers. 

The KnP initiative aims to strengthen the agricultural value chain 

via facilitation of market linkaging wherein it removed the        

unnecessary layers in the trading cycle through increasing selling 

value of the products while the consumers benefit from freshly 

harvested crops and other food items. This program also           

capacitates our food growers to be agri-preneurs.  

KADIWA was originally framed as a counter-measure for the price 

inflation during the height of the COVID-19 pandemic. Through it, 

the Kadiwa Program emerged as a government response to the 

disruption in food supply chains, rising commodity prices, and  

increased production costs. It was designed to improve food    

distribution and availability while offering a direct sales platform 

for local producers. 

Under the the banner “Katuwang sa Diwa at Gawa para sa      

Masaganang Ani at Mataas na Kita,” the KnP's first activity for 

2025 was held from January 29 to 31 at the DOLE Regional Office 

Parking Lot in Lumangbayan, Calapan City. The three-day event 

showcased the products of 12 Farmer Associations and yielded a 

total of Php 162,846.50 in sales, averaging over Php 54,000 per 

day. 

Following its success, another KnP trade fair was held in            

conjunction with the LGU Baco Town Fiesta on March 10-11, 2025. 

The event was organized jointly by PAgO and DA-Agribusiness and 

Marketing Assistance Division (AMAD) in coordination with the 

local government unit of Baco. Twelve local producers and 

 

KnP to Go Monthly: DOLE, DA, and PGOM Expand Kadiwa ng Pangulo in Oriental Mindoro  
By JEAtienza & MCalderon                          

п 

Ribbon cutting ceremony of the KnP Program (leftmost photo) with Provincial Agriculturist Christine M. Pine (left), TSSD Chief DOLE-MIMAROPA, Ms. 

Loreta D. Catapang (middle), and DA-APCO Renie B. Madriaga (right) on April 28, 2025; Some of the Kadiwa products from participating exhibitors on 

April ну—May 2, 2025 (middle photos) and on April 10,2025 at Baco (rightmost photo). 



Oriental Mindoro Fisherfolk Empowered Through Training 

on Aquaculture Technologies and Stakeholder Support 

By VJSanchez & MGuntan 

The Provincial Agriculturist’s Office conducted a one-day capacity 

development training entitled “Capacity Development for Fisherfolk 

Associations: Enhancing Aquaculture Capacity and Strengthening 

Support from Stakeholders” held on March 24, 2025 at Vencio’s Gar-

den in Tawiran, Calapan City. The training aimed to promote          

sustainable aquaculture practices and enhance support for local  

fisherfolk. 

The training was attended by 25 participants, including presidents 

and representatives of fisherfolks associations from across the     

province. The training also aimed to equip them with the technical 

knowledge and practical skills necessary for sustainable aquaculture 

production while fostering partnerships with national agencies to 

improve access to resources, financial aid, and market opportunities. 

In his opening message, Mr. Roberto R. Abrera, OIC regional director 

of the Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR), expressed 

gratitude for the conduct of the training and emphasized the crucial 

role of strong collaboration between national agencies and fisherfolk 

associations engaged in aquaculture. 

The activity featured several expert presentations, including a      

session from Mr. Francis Neil B. Quijano of AgriTektura, who         

introduced modern aquaculture technologies such as recirculating 

aquaculture systems and smart aquaculture innovations.  

Representatives from national agencies also presented their support 

services for the aquaculture sector. Engr. Zaldie C. Gawad from the 

Department of Science and Technology (DOST) discussed grant    

opportunities, while Ms. Sheryll D. Montesa from BFAR, Ruelita D. 

Nilo from Philippine Crop Insurance Corporation (PCIC), Mr. Michael 

Angelo Gawad from Land Bank of the Philippines (LBP), and Ms.   

Hazel Gardoce from Agricultural Credit Policy Council (ACPC) outlined 

available financial assistance and loan programs. Ms. Ruth De Mesa 

from RSBSA encouraged fisherfolk to register in the national registry 

to ensure eligibility for future government interventions.  

This training highlights the Provincial Government's commitment to 

empowering local fisherfolk through innovation, sustainable        

practices, and strengthened institutional support.● 

Four Oriental Mindoro MPAs shortlisted for the 
2025 Para el MAR MPA Awards and Recognition 

By CMMingo & NCuna               

In recognition of outstanding marine conservation efforts, 

four Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) in Oriental Mindoro 

have been shortlisted for the Para el MAR MPA Awards and 

Recognition 2025, a biennial national event celebrating    

exemplary locally-managed MPAs in the Philippines. 

The Marine Protected Areas Support Network (MSN)        

conducted the on-site validation and documentation of  

nominated MPAs during the months of May and June. The 

validation activities were facilitated by Provincial                

Agriculturist’s Office (PAgO) Fisheries Division and respective 

Municipal LGUs. 

This year, Ranzo Fish Sanctuary (Pinamalayan), St. John the 

Baptist Fish Sanctuary (Pola), Punta Ilag Fish Sanctuary (San 

Teodoro), and Maasin Fish Sanctuary (Bulalacao) represent 

Oriental Mindoro. 

The Para el MAR Awards recognize MPAs across various   

categories, including Outstanding Locally-Managed MPA, 

Outstanding Network, Best Mangrove Award, and             

Outstanding NIPAS Category. These awards aim to promote             

sustainable marine resource management, honor best    

practices in science-based governance, and encourage    

community involvement in protecting coastal ecosystems. 

Evaluation of nominated MPAs involves a rigorous process 

that includes site visits, documentary assessments, and    

validation of means of verification (MOVs). Evaluators, 

sourced from various institutions and agencies with marine 

conservation expertise, assess biological, social, and financial 

aspects of MPA management. 

The Para el MAR award not only showcases successful MPA 

governance models but also reinforces the critical role of 

local communities and LGUs in marine biodiversity            

conservation. Oriental Mindoro’s strong representation in 

this year’s awards reflects the province’s commitment to 

safeguarding marine resources for future generations.● 

Group photo with the evaluators at the Ranzo Fish Sanctuary, 

Pinamalayan (left photo). Assessment of the documents and 

MOVs for evaluation of the St. John the Baptist Fish Sanctuary, 

Pola (right photo).  
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Group photo (left photo) together with DA-BFAR OIC RD Roberto R. 

Abrera (middle right), PA Christine M. Pine (middle left), and             

participants; Ms. Cherry Mae D. Mingo, Supervising Aquaculturist with 

Ms. Sheryll Montesa, resource person from DA-BFAR (right photo). 



As part of its regular support programs, the Provincial              

Agriculturist’s Office (PAgO) has successfully distributed a range 

of agricultural interventions to Mindoreño farmers from January 

to June 2025, aimed at improving crop productivity and           

promoting sustainable farming practices in Oriental Mindoro. 

A total of 962 farmers benefitted from the interventions, which 

mostly includes the provision of high-quality planting materials 

and organic farming inputs to help enhance yields and farm    

income across the province. 

Among the interventions distributed were 282 plantlets of      

tissue-cultured banana, 31 planting materials, and 5,682          

improved planting materials, supporting the propagation of     

disease-free and high-yielding crops. To encourage organic    

farming and reduce dependence on chemical inputs, PAgO also 

provided 941 packs of Trichoderma, a beneficial fungus used for 

soil and plant health, and 3,413 packs of bio-control agents, 

which help manage pests and diseases naturally. 

Additionally, the office distributed 6,680 packs of assorted      

vegetable seeds to promote food security and home gardening, 

and a source of healthy nutritious food for own household      

consumption, along with 551 copies of IEC (Information,          

Education, and Communication) materials to equip farmers with 

knowledge on modern and sustainable farming techniques. 

These interventions were given not only to organized groups but 

also to walk-in clients who sought support directly from PAgO. 

The continuous distribution of these helpful agricultural           

interventions reinforces the provincial government’s               

commitment to agricultural development and farmer               

empowerment throughout Oriental Mindoro. ● 

                       By LMetante & SCruzado 

PAgO Distributes Regular Interventions to Over 900      
Mindoreño Farmers in First Semester of 2025 

Distribution of Trichoderma 

pack to a farmer in          

Conrazon, Bansud by Mr. 

Jonjon Ballenas, Agricultural 

Technologist from PAgO. 

The Provincial Agriculturist’s Office (PAgO) brought its soil    

laboratory services directly to farmers through on-site soil   

analysis conducted in Calapan, San Teodoro, and Pinamalayan 

from March to May 2025. The initiative aimed to promote    

sustainable farming by helping farmers understand their soil 

condition and optimize fertilizer use. 

A total of 362 rice farmers benefited from the activity, which 

used the Soil Test Kit (STK), a rapid diagnostic tool that delivers 

fertility results quickly, enabling immediate feedback and      

efficient decision-making. 

In Calapan, the activity was held on March 27 and April 2,    

serving 60 farmers and collecting 60 soil samples from           

Barangays Santa Cruz, Balite, and Mahabang Parang. 

In San Teodoro, the analyses were conducted on May 8–9, 64 

farmers were served, with 70 samples collected from Barangay 

Tacligan. 

From May 14–16, Pinamalayan hosted the activity, assisting 238 

farmers and collecting 244 samples from 17 barangays,   

Panggulayan, Nabuslot, Bacungan, Anoling, Sabang, Delrazon, 

Maliancog, Pagalagala, Sta. Rita, Marfrancisco, Cacawan,       

Papandayan, Bangbang, Sta. Maria, Pambisan Munti, Sta. Isabel, 

and Buli.  

After testing, farmers received specific fertilizer                        

recommendations tailored to their soil's nutrient needs,        

including guidance on the type, amount, and timing of            

application helping boost productivity and reduce input costs. 

The activity was spearheaded by Mr. Arthur P. Fortu,             

Agricultural Center Chief II; Mr. Ruel Balay, Agricultural         

Technician II; and Ms. Michelle D. Quinto, Laboratory Aide, with 

support from the City/Municipal Agriculture Offices of Calapan, 

Pinamalayan, and San Teodoro. 

This initiative highlights the Provincial Government’s             

commitment to empowering farmers with science-based     

practices for resilient and productive agriculture. ● 

Distribution of im-

proved planting materi-

als to walk-in clients in 

the Provincial Demo 

Farm, Merit, Victoria 

(left photo); Distribution 

of IEC Materials to a 

walk-in  client in the 

PAgO Office. 

Over 360 Farmers in Oriental Mindoro Benefit from 

On-Site Soil Analysis Services By VJSanchez and MRamos 

с 

PAgO staff conducting soil test analysis at Pinamalayan (top right 

photo) and San Teodoro (bottom photo). MAO-Pinamalayan Staff  



The Provincial Agriculture Center (PAC), under the Provincial 

Agriculturist’s Office (PAgO), continues to serve as a dynamic 

hub for agricultural learning, innovation, and enterprise      

development in Oriental Mindoro. Over the past months, PAC 

welcomed cooperatives, academic institutions, and               

government agencies for benchmarking visits, training, and site 

observations. 

On February 12 and 24, 2025, students from Mary Help of 

Christians School Inc. and Rural-Based Organizations (RBOs) 

took part in hands-on training on coconut-based product    

processing, in partnership with TESDA, aiming to foster youth 

entrepreneurship using local resources. 

A notable exchange occurred on March 10, 2025, when the 

Food Innovation Center (FIC) Head of Batanes, along with their 

Provincial Agriculturist and staff, visited PAC to explore        

innovations in food processing. 

On April 3, 2025, DA-RIARC toured PAC’s agri-processing        

facilities to learn best practices in value-adding and enterprise 

development. Cooperatives from Baco followed on April 22, 

with CALFAMCO attending a two-day fruit and vegetable     

processing training on April 24–25. 

PAC also hosted MinSU i-BIBES participants for a food safety 

training on June 9, and supported ATI MIMAROPA’s site visit 

on June 10 for their Training of Trainers on High Value Crops 

Processing with Gender and Development. 

These engagements highlight PAC’s growing impact as a center 

for capacity-building, promoting safe, value-added food      

production, and fostering partnerships aligned with the       

Provincial Government’s vision of inclusive and sustainable 

agriculture.● 

PGOM-PAgO Joins and Supports the MinSU i-BIBES 

Grand Launch & InnoBIDAtion Festival 2025  
Provincial Agriculture Center: Becoming a Hub 

for Agri-innovation Through Benchmarking   

and Trainings      By SLolla & HMDimapilis By  SLOlla & MJoco 

Mindoro State University (MinSU) successfully held its                   

much anticipated i-BIBES Grand Launching and InnoBIDAtion Festival 

on May 8–9, 2025, at the University Auditorium and A-STEER Center, 

Main Campus, Victoria, Oriental Mindoro. With the theme, “Bridging 

Ideas, Driving Advancement: Empowering Innovation through       

Collaboration, Mentorship, and Sustainable Solutions,” the two-day 

event showcased groundbreaking initiatives in research, enterprise, 

and technology. 

The event drew more than 300 participants and delegates from    

government agencies, academic institutions, and the private sector. 

Among the key collaborators was the Provincial Government of    

Oriental Mindoro (PGOM) through the Provincial Agriculturist’s Office 

(PAgO), headed by Ms. Christine M. Pine. PAgO played a significant 

role in showcasing the province’s agricultural potential, displaying an 

impressive lineup of value-added products that highlight innovation 

in local food processing and agribusiness. 

During the InnoBIDAtion Festival, the PGOM through PAgO exhibited 

products from its Provincial Agricultural and Agriprocessing Centers 

such as freeze-dried and vacuum-fried fruits and vegetables, as well 

as ready-to-drink bottled fruit juices. These exhibits exemplified how 

innovation in agriculture contributes to sustainable livelihood and 

economic growth in the province. 

The event featured keynote messages, partnership signings (MOA, 

MOU, and LOI), and the onboarding of the first batch of i-BIBES    

incubatees. The support of PGOM reinforced its dedication to       

fostering innovation and entrepreneurship among Mindoreños. 

Organized by MinSU with its partner institutions, the festival was a 

milestone for the university’s innovation program. It also reaffirmed 

the shared commitment of MinSU and PGOM to promoting inclusive, 

sustainable, and future-ready development in Oriental Mindoro.● 

Provincial Agriculturist   

Christine M. Pine with the 

CALFAMCO members during 

their Fruit and Vegetable 

Processing Training at the 

PAC on April 24-25, 2025. 

Ceremonial MOA signing be-

tween Mindoro State University 

(MinSU) and Provincial Govern-

ment of Oriental Mindoro 

(PGOM). 
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Array of value-added agricultural 

products of PAgO displayed during 

the InnoBIDAtion  Festival. 

Group photo of the 

participants and facili-

tators during their 

Training on Food Safety 

at PAC on June 9, 2025. 
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PHOTO NEWS 

Ms. Cherry Mae Mingo, Supervising Aquaculturist, presenting the       

Oriental Mindoro MPA and Fishery Law Enforcement Network (FLEN) in 

MPA Forum at Savoy Hotel Manila, Pasay City on January 9, 2025. 

Provincial Agriculturist Christine M. Pine delivering a message for the 

participants during the Investment Forum for Coffee Industry held at 

Plenary Hall, Bahay Tuklasan, Naujan on February 11, 2025. 

у 

A photo opportunity together with the DA staff, PAFC members, PAgO 

staff, and staff of MAO Victoria during the monitoring of DA Funded 

Projects at Victoria on March 31, 2025. 

Group photo during the Oriental Mindoro Production Stakeholders 

Meeting held at VencioΩs Garden Hotel and Restaurant, Calapan City on 

April 11, 2025. 

Engr. Jefte DC. Bay-Ongan and Engr. Christian M. Generato of PAgO 

visit the Tamaraw Development Cooperative (TADECO) Office as part of 

the OMCTF benchmarking activity at San Jose, Occidental Mindoro on   

June 3, 2025.   

Mr. Solomon Paolo Barroso, Aquaculturual Technologist, acting as one  of 

the resource persons during the conduct of άStrengthening of Bantay 

Dagat Enforcer cum Team Buildingέ at San Andres, Baco on June 4, 2025.  


