weight loss. Pods should be well formed, straight, bright in color,
fresh in appearance, tender but firm, and crisp.

Postharvest Handling

Pods are classified as marketable and non-marketable.
Marketable pods are graded/sorted according to size and quality.
First grade pods are unblemished, tender, straight, long, and at
the right maturity. Second grade pods are short, have minimal
blemishes and distortion, and slightly over the picking stage.
Unselected pods are considered non-marketable but can still be
consumed. Optimum storage conditions are 5°-7.5°C and 95—
100% relative humidity.

Packing

Pack pods in bamboo baskets lined with available local
materials such as newspapers or banana leaves. Plastic sacks,
polyethylene bags, or “bayong” are also suitable for packing pods.
Pods can be transported to distant markets with minimal weight loss
when packed in thick lined crates.

Snap bean is sold in the local market with Manila as the main
outlet. Wholesalers and retailers handle the distribution to smaller
outlets in the provinces.

Seed Production

Snap bean is self-pollinated. Select plants that are vigorous
and are free of damage from pests and diseases. At 90-100 days
from sowing, harvest dry pods and extract seeds. Sun-dry to around
10% moisture content. To determine if the moisture content is
acceptable, put some seeds inside a plastic bag and place under
the sun. If condensation occurs after 20-30 minutes or more
depending on how intense the heat of the sun is, continue sun-
drying the seeds. Pack the dry seeds in moisture-proof containers
and store in a cool, dry place. If properly stored, seeds can remain
viable for about two years.

Cost and Return Analysis per Hectare

ltems Amount (P)

VARIABLE COSTS
Labor (P220/man-day [MD])

Clearing (20 MD) 4,400
Bed preparation (20 MD) 4,400
Manure application (15 MD) 3,300
Planting (10 MD) 2,200
Trellising (10 MD) 2,200
Vine training (10 MD) 2,200
Sidedressing/hilling up (10 MD) 2,200
Spraying (8 MD) 1,760
Weeding/hilling up (30 MD) 6,600

Irrigation (10 MD) 2,200

Harvesting (30 MD) : 6,600
Miscellaneous (e.g., hauling, repairs,

etc.) (10 MD) 2,200
Subtotal 40,260
Materials
Seeds (40 kg) 14,600
Manure (60 sacks) 6,000
Fertilizer
- 14-14-14 (6 bags) 4,938
- 46-0-0 (6 bags) 5,826
- 0-0-60 (6 bags) 5118
Insecticides 4,000
Fungicides 3,950
Fuel and oil 4,000
Trellis materials 12,000
Packaging materials 3,000
Miscellaneous (e.g., pail, gloves, etc.) 2,000
Subtotal 65,432
Interest on Production Loans at 21 % p.a. 10,500
Total (Variable Costs) 116,192
FIXED COSTS
Land Rental 10,000
Depreciation .
Knap sack sprayer (1 unit) 500
Scythe (5 pcs) 83
Hoe (5 pcs) 417
Shovel (3 pcs) 320
Plastic drum (2 pcs) 533
Total (Fixed Costs) 11853
Total Costs 128,045
Gross Income
Regular season (at P8/kg with 20 t/ha yield) 160,000
Offseason (at P15/kg with 10 t/ha yield) 150,000
Net Income :
Regular season 31955
Offseason 21,955
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